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The hunt is on

A head-size one might be worth as much as $50,000, says Hildebrand, who has been tracking down
meteorites for the past 15 years.

"We've been knocking on farm doors in the suspected strewn field to tell people how potentially valuable
these things can be."

Before you open an account on EBay and head out into the hills to stake your claim, it's good to keep in
mind that meteorites are the property of the landowner where they fall.

"All | hope is that whoever finds them wears protective gloves and bags them in clean plastic bags to
preserve them from possible contamination," says

Hildebrand.

Mike Lemieux, a pipe-fitter in the oilpatch, thought he was passing through a swift and furious lightning
storm as the fiery meteor passed near his truck while he drove home to Lloydminster after finishing his shift
near Marsden.

"We'd been driving about 15 kilometres when we see this long intense flash of light. | told my buddy it must
have been caused by sheet lightning."

Lemieux might have been wrong about the cause, but there was no mistaking the incredible intensity of the
light source. Hildebrand said the fireball was like a billion-watt lightbulb in the night sky. With that kind of
light show, you'd think pretty well everyone caught at least a glimpse of it.
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